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‘Food and Farming’  Thank you to all those parents who were able to join us for our Harvest Celebration in church yesterday, this event was part of our current and on going topic work.  We are trying to make our curriculum more ‘fun’ - have you noticed any increase in enthusiasm, fun, interest in your child’s learning.  Have they talked about what they are learning at home?  Have you learnt anything from them about cows, milk or food production.  We would be interested in your feed back – see short questionnaire at the end of this newsletter.  We will complete this terms topic with a small fund raising event to celebrate the good food that we have and the hard work that farmers and growers do to provide it for us.  We will send it home with the children next week to run over half term.

Transport:  Our next topic after half term will be ‘Transport’ and we will begin this with a whole school visit to the Haynes Motor Museum at Sparkford.  This will take place on the first day back after half term on Tuesday, 30th October.  We will leave school at 9.15 am and be back for 3.15 pm.  The children will need to wear school uniform, wear a waterproof coat and bring their packed lunch in a labelled plastic bag that  can be thrown away.  They will not need any spending money and we will provide fruit and a drink for their morning snack.  Please complete the permission slip at the end of this newsletter. A contribution of £6.50 would be appreciated towards costs. Thank you to the  PTA who are contributing towards the cost of the coach.

Head Lice:  Please be vigilant in checking your child/children’s hair.  Head lice are a constant problem and the only way we can get rid of them is to comb, check and treat on a daily basis.

School Photographer:  Will be visiting school on 16th October, he will take each child individually and with siblings.  He will be in school from 8. 15 am to take families with children not attending this school.  

Pantomime:  We will be taking the whole school to see ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ at The Playhouse, Weston super Mare on the 17th December, this is an advance notice in case you were planning a family trip. Details to follow.

Christmas Cards:  Last year many children designed their own Christmas cards and these were published by Plausible Publishing Ltd.  We would like to offer this again this year as the results were really good.  Each child will receive a leaflet on which to put their design.  Please keep the design within the box.  The leaflets are then returned to school with the money.  The school makes 50p per pack.

Cross Country:  There will be a cross country competition at Hugh Sexey Middle School on Tuesday 16th October at 4 pm.  There will be separate races for Years 3 and 4 girls and boys.  We would like as many children as possible to take part.  The course is around the outside of the schools playing field, so it is very flat and easy running.  The races are open to the other linked first schools, so it’s a good way of meeting new friends and taking part in healthy competition.  There is a prize for the school with the most points.  Please will parents take their own children to the event, if you have any problem with transport then please let me know and we can arrange some lifts over to Blackford.
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PTA:  At the PTA AGM Ms Painter was elected Chairman, with Mrs Lloyd Jones and Mrs Bashford remaining as secretary and treasurer.  Mrs Liz Smith was thanked for all her hard work and the time and support she has given the school.  The next meeting of the PTA will be Thursday 1st November at 7.30 pm in the school hall.  All parents are members of the PTA there is no committee so please come along to this meeting if you can help in any way.

Balloon Race:  Mrs Ann Dixon was the winning owner of the balloon that travelled the furthest, it actually got as far as the Czech Republic in three days a massive 772 miles, lots were returned from Kent, 3 from Holland and 1 from Belgium.  

Christmas Fayre:  has been booked for Saturday 1st December so please keep that date free and come to the next meeting if you are able to help in any way.

Bags for school:  We will arrange for this to happen again this term and in the summer term.  For new parents: families will be given plastic sacks to fill with old second hand curtains, blankets, clothes, shoes, bags, etc etc  A company then collects the sacks from school on an appointed day and the sacks are weighed and we get a price for the amount collected.  It is a very good way of spring/autumn cleaning and getting rid of old things and the school benefits from the proceeds, last year we raised £270.

Field Development:  The Governors, PTA, staff and children are all keen to develop the field and spend the money we have raised to improve the facilities for the children.  We will be setting up a working party of 2 governors, 2 representatives from the PTA, staff and children to take this project on and begin to make some decisions.  This group will meet after half term, and in the meantime we are keen to get as many ideas as possible from everyone, this is a whole school community project.  Please write or talk to any governor, member of staff, Mrs Bashford and Mrs Lloyd Jones as PTA representatives, myself or to the school office.  Please consider big and small features.  All ideas will be considered!!

Library:  Mrs Sarah Cole is looking for help with the library rota, if you are able to help for a short time on Tuesday afternoon please contact her or the office.  All the children really benefit from taking a library book home.

Breakfast Club:  is available every morning £2 per day from 7.50 am, there is no requirement to prior book or make a regular commitment, just turn up and use it as it suits you.
All the reception children are now full time and have settled in really well at school.  We are striving to help them to grow in being independent, and so we would like all parents to leave their children in the playground at 8.50 am when the children are invited in, at the very least at the outside classroom gate.  Mrs Holmes is there to help children with coats and bags.  The cloakroom area is just about large enough for the children; it gets too congested with parents in there.  If you need to see Mrs Bowkett please see her at the end of the day or leave a message with Mrs Holmes.
Heather Hector (Mrs)

Headteacher

Dates:


Visit to second farm – Monday, 15th October – details to follow




School photographer Tuesday, 16th October




Cross Country for Years 3 & 4 at Hugh Sexey Tuesday, 16th October  4pm – 5pm 

Half term – 20th – 28th October 

Inset training – 29th October school closed to children

Visit to Haynes Motor Museum Tuesday 30th October
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TO:  EAST BRENT FIRST SCHOOL

Visit to Haynes Motor Museum – Tuesday 30th October 9.15 am – 3.00 pm  

I give permission for my child ____________________________ to visit Haynes Motor Museum on Tuesday 30th October.  I enclose a voluntary contribution of £6.50

Signed ___________________________________________

(. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

TO:  EAST BRENT FIRST SCHOOL

Cross Country on Tuesday, 16th October at Hugh Sexey Middle School

My child ____________________________ would like to take part in the Year 3/4 cross country competition at 4 pm.  I am able to take my child.

Signed ____________________________________

(. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

TO:  EAST BRENT FIRST SCHOOL

Parental Feedback on Topic Work:

Have you noticed any difference in the level of interest that your child has shown in their school work?

Yes                                             No

Has your child gained from the visits that have been arranged to support this term’s work.

Yes                                            No

Any comments that will help us to develop topic work further 

